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tern and an economic experiment, which subordinate
the man of flesh and blood to an abstract collective ego,
cannot possibly be the suitable means for the attainment
of the goal of freedom, It is absurd to argue that nega-
tion of freedom is the road to freedom. The purpose
of all rational human endeavour, collective as well as
individual, should be the attainment of freedom in ever
larger measure, and freedom is real only as individual
freedom.

A new world of freedom will not result automati-
cally from an economic reorganisation of society. Nor
does freedom necessarily follow from the capture of
political power by a party claiming to represent the
oppressed and exploited classes. The abolition of pri-
vate property, State-ownership of the means of produc-
tion, and planned economy do not by themselves end
exploitation of labour, nor lead to an equal distribution
of wealth. By disregarding individual freedom on the
pleas of taking the fullest advantage of technology, of
efficiency and collective effort, planned economy defeats
its own purpose. Instead of ushering in a higher form
of democracy on the basis of economic equality and soci-
al justice, it may establish a political dictatorship.
i Economic democracy is no more possible in the absence
'of political democracy than the latter is in the absence
of the former. That consideration should be borne in
mind by those who make a fetish of economic planning.
The crucial question is: planning for what? It is
assumed that planned economy will guarantee the great-
est good to the greatest number; in other words, it will